


Welcome to IFPO!
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The International Foundation for Protection Officers (IFPO) provides meaningful, cost effective education for 
all levels of security personnel.  Educational institutions as well as individuals have found the IFPO Programs to 
be a valuable professional development tool.

• IFPO was founded in 1988
• 125,000+ Certificates and Certifications awarded
• Students in over 56 countries
• Internationally industry recognized membership and certifications
• Responsible for the 2021 International Research Project, Understanding the Complexities of Security Officers’ 

Roles and Responsibilities in the 21st Century
• Developers of Security Officers and Patrol Services Competency Model

www.IFPO.org

We believe that education is an essential part of professional development for those charged with protecting 
others:  The Foundation serves individuals, security service firms, and organizations that have their own 
security staff. Career orientated officers as well as individuals benefit from the recognition and professional 
standing that the Foundation certification conveys.

http://www.ifpo.org
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IFPO Around the World
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IFPO Middle EastIFPO UK IFPO Ireland

IFPO Latin America & Spain

IFPO Continental Europe

http://www.ifpo.org
https://ifpo.es/costa_rica/
https://ifpo.uk/
https://ifpo.es/mexico/
https://ifpo.me/


Mission Statement

Provide professional learning opportunities for security practitioners, to impart the knowledge, skills, and 
competencies required to maximize job performance and enhance career potential.

Purpose:  to make a positive difference in the quality of the participant’s job performance and elevate the 

professional status of students who partake of our learning opportunities.

Business: to supply committed security practitioners with a quality education to help achieve their highest 

potential and provide recognized accreditation for successful completion of educational goals.

Values: commitment, integrity, responsibility, diversity and standards of excellence, provide the platform that 

supports our journey as we pursue our mission.
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Vision Statement

Commitment to Excellence:  To be the recognized center of excellence 

and primary provider of education and training products and services to 

the security industry.

KNOW
LEDGE

T
O

 P
R

O
T

E
C

T
www.IFPO.org

http://www.ifpo.org


Goals and Objectives

• Provide education and certification to security officers around the world.

• Develop and maintain security training standards that improve job performance.

• Establish security officer ethics and standards.
Fund research projects that will further educational opportunities for security officers.

• Improve public perceptions and awareness of security officers’ duties, responsibilities and 
through public/private partnerships.

• Enhance the knowledge and education of security officers through seminars, publications, 
trainings, and bulletins. 
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IFPO Advantages for Protection Officer

• Entry into one of the fastest growing industries 
world-wide.

• Improved skills, knowledge, and job performance.

• Advanced career potential and compensation.

• Self-paced study programs

• Correspondence

• Online

• Global industry recognized professional certifications.
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IFPO Advantages for Employers

• Employers have assurance regarding the quality of skills and level of 
expertise of security personnel due to the consistency of IFPO 
certification programs. 

• IFPO certification programs include clearly defined program goals and 
standards for the skills and knowledge necessary to achieve 
certification. 

• Progressive certification assists employers in addressing critical 
knowledge and skill gaps that may arise due to industry 
developments, growth, reorganizations, and new assignments. 

• In fact, many organizations now require IFPO certification for new 
hires and/or promotions.  

• Companies and various institutions around the world use IFPO 
training and certification as part of their liability strategy. 
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IFPO 
Membership
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Individual Membership Benefits
• Exclusive Members Only Area – Quarterly Newsletter with information to keep 

professionals current on trends within the security industry. 
 
• IFPO Publications - Offered to members only. 10+ topics exclusively significant to 

security professionals.  

• Discount/Payment Plan - IFPO members receive a 10% discount on all IFPO sponsored 
programs and products. Members may also take advantage of a payment plan option 
program. 

 
• IFPO Membership Items - Certificate, Lapel Pin, Wall Plaque, Ball Caps, Coffee Mug, etc. 

(optional at cost) 
 

• IFPO Membership Discounts  - Discounts on more than 20 products and services
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Individual Membership Benefits
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Individual Membership in IFPO is available to any person employed in the security industry. 

Foundation members receive a 10% discount on all IFPO sponsored programs and are eligible to take 
advantage of a payment plan option program for certain courses. 

The cost of Membership is $40 USD for the first year, and $20 USD to renew yearly. 

Please visit our website to review our MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS and to sign-up online.

https://www.ifpo.org/membership/
http://www.ifpo.org
https://www.ifpo.org/membership/


Exclusive Benefits for Corporate Membership

• Individual Memberships for up to 20 Employees

• Listing on the IFPO website with a direct link to your website

• Authorization to use "Official IFPO Corporate Sponsor" along with the IFPO logo on all 

promotional material, letterhead and business cards.

• Announcement distribution to our IFPO Members via our broadcast email.

• One complimentary professional development program

• 15% discount on all IFPO Programs and services

• Additional discounts on products and services for IFPO Members

• IFPO Corporate Membership Certificate

• IFPO Corporate Membership Plaque
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IFPO Affiliations and Memberships
The IFPO is a proud partner of 140+ corporations.
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IFPO Training 
& 
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Educational Pathway to Career Development
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PSOP

CPO

CSSM

CPOI

Initial Security 
Officer Program

Professional 
Security Officer 

Program

Certified 
Protection Officer 

Program

Certified in Security 
Supervision 

Management

Certified 
Protection 

Officer Instructor
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Initial Security Officer Program (ISOP) 16 Hours

The field of security offers diversity, challenges and rewards.  This course introduces Initial Security Officer 

procedures, professional knowledge requirements and job performance consideration when assigned to a 

security position.  In this course the student will learn the tasks and capabilities expected of an Initial 

Security Officer while performing assigned duties, including:

EDUCATIO
N

• Use of Force

• Search and Seizure

• Legal Authorities

• Patrol Duties

• Report Writing 

• Client and Public Interactions 
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Initial Security Officer Program (continued)

EDUCATIO
N

• Self-paced, online learning platform

• Learning Management System (LMS) capabilities 

• Progress tracking through individual dashboard

• Employer reporting available
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Professional Security Officer Program (PSOP) 40 Hours

The information presented ensures protection officers have the skills to carry out the important mission of 

protecting people, property, and information with professional expertise. Course lessons include interactive 

activities and topic quizzes to reinforce course materials. In this course the student will learn the roles and 

responsibilities expected of the Professional Security Officer while performing assigned duties, including:
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• Roles and Responsibilities

• Asset Protection

• Emergency Evacuation Procedures

• Professional Ethics

• Legal Authorities

• Crowd Control Tactics
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Professional Security Officer Program (continued)

EDUCATIO
N

• Self-paced, online learning platform

• Learning Management System (LMS) capabilities 

• Progress tracking through individual dashboard

• Employer reporting available
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Certified Protection Officer Program (CPO) 64 Hours

This program is designed for career-oriented security officers. Successful CPOs find that this program 

significantly improves their performance and earnings potential by giving them the broad understanding of 

the roles and responsibilities of the security officer. Upon successful completion of the course, students will 

receive the following benefits:
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• Certified Protection Officer Digital Certificate

• Certified Protection Officer Lapel Pin (optional at additional fee)

• Over 82,000 CPO’s in 56 countries
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Certified Protection Officer Program (continued)

EDUCATIO
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• Self-paced, online learning platform

• Learning Management System (LMS) capabilities 

• Progress tracking through individual dashboard

• Employer reporting available
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Certified in Security Supervision & Management Program (CSSM) 
During this 120-hour course, students will gain advanced skills in security supervision and management 

techniques and theories. This course covers over 45 topics and students must pass a proctored final exam. 

• Statistical Analysis for Security and Supervision

• Employee Motivation Theory and Application

• Crime Scene Response and Evidence Collection

• An Overview of Security Risk Management Concepts

• Apprehension and Detention Procedures

Upon completion successful candidates will receive:
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• Certified in Security Supervision & Management Program Certification Certificate

• CSSM Lapel Pin (Option at additional fee)

http://www.ifpo.org


Certified Protection Officer Instructor (CPOI) 

Certified Protection Officer Instructors are individuals who teach the Certified Protection Officer (CPO) 

Program or a portion thereof. CPOIs are Certified Protection Officers who have made a significant 

professional commitment toward advancing themselves as teachers, researchers, mentors and leaders. 

They are instructors, professors, consultants and supervisors. Certified Protection Officer Instructors teach 

various topics relating to security and asset protection. They advance the objectives of the IFPO within their 

respective areas of employment. Upon completion of the program, students will receive:
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• Listing on the IFPO website as a CPOI
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Credential Tracking for Security Professionals
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INITIAL SECURITY OFFICER (ISOP)
16 Hours of Training / 1.6 CEUs 

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICER (PSOP)
45 Hours of Training / 4.5 CEUs 

CERTIFIED PROTECTION OFFICER (CPO)

64 Hours of Training / 6.4 CEUs 

CERTIFIED IN SECURITY SUPERVISION AND MANAGEMENT (CSSM)
All applicants enrolling into the CSSM Program must have six months security experience or equivalent.
 
CERTIFIED PROTECTION OFFICER INSTRUCTOR (CPOI)
Completion of the Certified Protection Officer Program is required to obtain the CPOI designation. 

http://www.ifpo.org
https://www.ifpo.org/initial-security-officer-program/
https://www.ifpo.org/training/professional-security-officer-program/
https://www.ifpo.org/training/cpo/
https://www.ifpo.org/training/certified-in-security-supervision-and-management-cssm/
https://www.ifpo.org/training/certified-protection-officer-instructor/


Law 
Enforcement & 
Military 
Benefits
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Law Enforcement – Military/Veterans IFPO Benefits

The IFPO recognizes the skills, training, and dedication that our Active Duty Military, Veterans and Law 

Enforcement officers play in the security industry. As a salute to your service, we offer the following 

discounts and programs:

SALUTE

• Law Enforcement & Military (Active Duty/Veteran) Appreciation Discount – 15% 

• Military COOL Program (Credentialing Opportunities On-Line)
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IFPO Milestones and Accomplishments
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• Offering educational opportunities since 1988

• Have successfully certified over 120,000 officers worldwide

• Students and graduates in 56 countries

• Partnered training with Smart Horizons – 

        Smart Horizons is accredited by the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET) and accredited to issue IACET CEU’s.

• ASIS – GSX Partner since 2017

• Member of the ASIS preferred CPE Provider program

• Member of ICoCA

• 12 strategic partners and growing

• Multiple International Strategic Partnerships and Regional Representatives

http://www.ifpo.org


Contact Us
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1076 6th Avenue, N

Naples, FL 34102

239-430-0534

www.IFPO.org

Sandi J. Davies

Chief Executive Officer

International Foundation for Protection Officers

info@IFPO.org

http://www.ifpo.org
https://www.ifpo.org/
mailto:info@IFPO.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/?gid=58324&trk=vsrp_groups_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A67539441379440352235%2CVSRPtargetId%3A58324%2CVSRPcmpt%3Aprimary
https://www.youtube.com/@ifpo
https://twitter.com/ifponews
https://www.facebook.com/ifpo.org/
https://www.instagram.com/ifpoofficial/
mailto:info@IFPO.org
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